Abstract Cardiac tamponade is rare as an initial manifestation of systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE), and even more so in paediatric patients.
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18 March 1991 Case report An 8 year old girl was referred to us with a five year history of recurrent episodes of breathlessness. At the age ofthree years she was diagnosed as having pericardial effusion and 200 ml of fluid was aspirated twice. She was treated with antituberculous drugs (isoniazid 10 mg/kg daily and rifampicin 10 
